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Karta -Nr: 32, 33: Piskova, Renata ~ Vilimek, Ladislav: Die
Entwicklung der Gerichtsverwaltung. Rekonstruierende Landkarten.
Computerbearbeitung KAP a.s., Prag.
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Karte Nr. 34: Die Iglauer Sprachinsel aut der Karte von A.L.
Hickmann aus dem Jahr 1898. Hickmann, Anton Leo: Das deutsche
Sprachgebiet in den Sudetenlandern, 1:1 500 000, Héhe 200 mm, Breite
330 mm, verkleinert, Wien, G. Freytag & Berndt 1898. Landkarten-
sammlung des Historischen Instituts der Akademie der Wissenschaften
der Tschechischen Republik Prag, Sign. A-3103. Abgebildet nach dem
Qriginalbild.

Karte Nr. 35: Tschechisches Vordringen in die deutsche Iglauer
Sprachinsel in den letzten 50 Jahren. Originalzeichnung von Vladimir
Urbanek. Urbanek, Viadimir: Némecky ostraveX jihlavsky (Die deutsche
I(gtauer Sprachinsel). In: Od Horacka k Podyiji XII. Znojmo 1935/38, 8. 130
130-132).

Karte Nr. 36: Die Iglauer Sprachinsel auf der Nationalititenkarte
Sidmahrens aus dem Jahr 1937. Riha, Karel: Narodnostni mapa jiznf
Moravy podle Gfedniho séitani lidu z r. 1930 (Nationalititenkarte
Sidmahrens nach der offiziellen Volkszdhlung aus dem Jahr 1930),
1 : 300 000, Hohe 600 mm, Breite 930 mm, Ausschnitt, Brinn, Narodni
jednota pro jihozépadni Moravu 1937, Druck Planografia Pilsen.
Landkartensammlung des Historischen Instituts der Akademie der
Wissenschaften der Tschechischen Republik Prag, Sign. A-1365.
Abgebildet nach dem Originalbild.

Abb. Nr. 17: Zusammensetzung der Bevdlkerung in Iglau in den
Jahren 1880-1930 nach Nationalitaten. Nach: Patek, Alois Josef: Iglauer
Kreis. Brinn 1901, S. 10; Statisticky lexikon obci v republice
Ceskoslovenské. |I. Morava a Slezsko. Prag 1924, S. 9; Statisticky lexi-
kon obcf v zemi Moravskoslezské. Prag 1935, S, 55,

Abb. Nr. 18: Verzeichnis der Dérfer in der Iglauer Sprachinsel.
Altrichter, Anton: Dérferbuch der Iglauer Sprachinsel. Rothenburg 1976,
Beilage auf einem freien Blatt.
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Abb Nr. 19: Der Uberfall auf Iglau den 19. Februar 1402, Freske in
der Kirche Marid Himmelfahrt aus dem Anfang des 15. Jhdt, Autor unge-
nanat, im 18. Jhdt. und im Jahr 1735 {Frantisek Béhmischbruder) iber-
mabhlt, Abmessungen ungenannt, verkleinert. Foto Miroslav Krob und
Miroslav Krob der Jiingere, Praha.

Abb, Nr. 20: Iglau vom SUdwesten um einer Mitte des 18. Jhdt. Autor
ungenannt, Olgemalde aus der Mitte des 18. Jhdt., Hohe 1080 mm, Breite
1680 mm, verkleinen. Vysotina-Museum, Iglau, Sign. Ji-25/C/567. Foto
Miroslav Krob und Miroslav Krob der Jungere, Praha.

Abb. Nr. 21: Festung-Modell der mittelalterlichen Stadt Igtau um
1425, Blick vom Sidwesten. Autoren Harald Mayer, Frantidek Hoffmann
im Jahr 1956. Abmessungen 1500x1500 mm, verkleinert. Vysogina-
Museum, Iglau, Sign. Ji-30/43. Foto Rostislav Dvofak, Jihlava.
Innenseite des Umschlags:

Karte Nr. 37: Dorf Kosov auf der Katastralkarte aus dem Jahr 1779,
Autor ungenannt, grafisches Massstab (ca. 1:2670), Hihe 1230 mm,
Breite 1580 mm, verkleinert. Das staafliche Kreisarchiv in Iglau, Fonds
Stadtverwaltung Jihlava bis 1848, Vrchnostensky ufad 1551-1848 (1884),
Sign. 940, Foto Véclav Hortvik, Mikulov.

Karte Nr. 38: Dorf Kostelec auf der Katastralkarte aus dem Jahr
1782. Springer, C. (gemessen 1778) - Bourischek, Anton (gezeichnet
1782), grafisches Massstab (ca. 1:2670), Hohe 1520 mm, Breite 2080
mm, Ausschritt (Parergon), verkleinert. Das staatliche Kreisarchiv
in lglau, Fonds Stadtverwaltung Iglau bis 1848, Vrchnostensky Utad
1551-1848 (1884), Sign. 941, Foto Rostislav Dvofak, Jihlava,

Hintere Seite des Umschlags:

Abb, Nr 22: Blick auf die Stadt Iglau aut dem Zeugnis der
Meizgerzunft in Boskovice, das am 2. Marz 1766 Bartolom&] Blaha aus
Boskovice ausgestellt wurde. Hohe 340 (245) mm, Breite 425 {335) mm,
verkleinert. Das staatliches Kreisarchiv Blansko, Zweigstelle Boskovice,
Fonds Metzgerzunft Boskovice, Sign. 38. Foto Vaclav Hortvik, Miku'ov.
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Resume
During high Middle Ages the central part of Ceskomoravskd vrchovina
was not settled. The centre of its colenisation was so called Haberian
road. Sources prove its existence as of 1101, however, it became im-
portant as late as in the 2nd half of the 12 th century. ts westemn
branch went through today's Jihlava region. In places where it crossed
Jihlava river (the first reminder in 1228) a settlement was established
before 1200 named according to the river Jihlava. The village became
an administrative centre of the mancrial estate and parsonage district
and the start peint of the further settlement since the end of the 12 th
century.
The village itself was located on the island abcve the left bank of the ri-
ver. Its centre was a fort and a parsonage church of St. John Baptist
with a hospital and a cemetery. The first known patron of the church
was the Order of German Knights documented by the charter from
1233 which is the first written document proving the village existence.
A year later Moravian margrave Pfemysl gave Jihlava together with
other villages to Cistercian monastery Porta Coeli in Predklastefi. But
in December 1240 the goods from Jihlava came back to the domestic
hands. The reason was the discovery of major source of silver ore
which attracted thousands of people into this region. Mining colonists
established the new settlement to the south of the original village and
it quickly changed into the real Middle Ages town, royal mining town of
Nova Jihtava. As the majority of settlers came from German speaking
countries, it means that this settlement was the basis of the future
German enclave in Jihlava, famous Iglauer Sprachinsel. The construc-
tion of the town continued very quickly. Soon after the mid-13 th cen-
tury Jihlava could be proud upon three early gothic churches with two
monasteries: Minors' church of Ascension of Virgin Mary, Dominicans’
monastery of Raise of St. Cross and Church of St. James which beca-
me a parsonage church in May 1257, A considerably large market pla-
ce - square (3.6 ha) was lined with a number of stone patrician pa'aces
since the 1260s (today's Masaryk's Square 1, 4, 7, 31, 39, 66, 67).
Since 1270 the construction was regulated by the oldest construction
order in Czech lands. At that time Jihlava was the second largest and
most important town in the kingdom. Preserved documents mention
the fortification system which turned the town into an unconquerable
fort. These documents prove the existence of a hospital {reminded
already in 1258), a school {1288) and a mint (proved in 1275). The
administration of the town was in hands of a bailiff (the first known is
Jindfich Pechervol in 1268). The town received a number of important
privileges, e.g. the warehousing right in 1269, Important position of
Jihlava was also demanstrated after the defence and death of Pfemysl
Otakar Il on 26 August 1278 on the Moravian Field. In January 1279
the dynasties of Premyslids and Habsburgs joined in Jihlava through
the wedding of Vaclav and Anezka, children of the poor Czech king,
with children of the winner - Jitka (Guta) and Rudolf jun.
In the second half of the 12 th century Jihlava mining district was the
richest silver field in Eurape. The benefit for Jihlava was the mintage of
brakteates and Moravian dinars. But the importance of Jiblava as a mi-
ning centre did not only result from its mines but mainly from its mining
privilege which was a part of its municipal freedoms and mainly from
the mining court practice. At the end of the 13 th century the share of
silver mining in the total economy of the city dropped which was cau-
sed by partial exhaustion of mines, natural and technicat problems and
mainly rapid development of mines in Kutna Hora and competition of
silver from Kutna Hora. In 1300 Jihlava mint was transferred to Kutna
Hora which closed the most dynamic period in the history of the town
directly linked to mining.

Economically and politically strong town survived the period of central
power weakening and consequent anarchy in the 14 th century, ho-
wever, it stagnated In size expansion. At the end of the century Jihlava
was the smallest between the four leading royal towns in Moravia after
Brno, Olomouc and Znojmo with almost 5,000 inhabitants. Its impor-
tance did not drop. The rich town received the favour of Lucemburk dy-
nasty. Newly acquired privileges had a major importance for further
comprehensive development: Jan Lucembursky relieved the town from
a number of taxes and fees (1323, 1331 and cther), Charles IV confir-
med and expanded municipal rights and freedoms {1345,1347,1358
and other), Jan Jindfich forgave the town taxes for & years after huge
fire in the city in 1353 and tried to renew flooded mines in 1378, Jost
confirmed the income from the new water pipeline and the second
annual market in 1389, ete. However silver mining declined especially
after floods and earthquake in 1328 and 1376. During the 14 th cen-
tury the municipal administration was in hands of a bailiff and it was
limited for the benefit of patriciates when actually the whole administ-
ration was transferred into the competence of the municipal council. As
early as in 1321 the existence of a portreeve was documented and this
confirms the existence of the municipal council. We can find referen-
ces about the town hall at the end of the 14 th century, although in the
first period it was a part of the municipal magistrate. In 1373 it beco-
mes a part of the heritage of the family of patricians Pilgramers. At that
time the main source of economic power of the town were crafts and
remote trade. Therefore guilds fought for their position which led to di-
rect conflicts between patricians controlled by the municipal council
and craft guilds in 1334 and mainly in 1391.

Jews settled in Jihlava based on the order of Charles from 15 August
1345, Their community existed there only for 80 years but their impor-
tance for the development of Jihlava crafts and trade was major which
contributed to big economic boom in the 1370s and 1380s. However
its end was tragic when margrave Albrecht expelied them from the town
under pretence of their affiliation with Hussites in 1425.

The milestone in the building development of Jihlava was the destru-
ctive fire in the town in May 1353. The reconstruction principally chan-
ged the town when newly built houses in the centre of the town were
usually two-storey buildings topped with high Gathie shields. All chur-
ches were repaired and modified. The fire destroyed the majarity of
written documents in the municipal archives including municipal books
that had to be re-established in 13586.

Unquiet end of the 14 th century in Jihlava was a forerunner of the
Hussite revolution. The town had strong conflicts with the neighbouring
nobility which systematically tried to destroy remote trade in Jihlava.
At night to 19 February 1402 the town was attacked by a group of
its opponents.

During the Hussite revolution Jihlava stood firmly on the side of
Catholics. lts troops participated in several anti-Hussite campaigns but
on the other hand the town had te defend itself against several Hussite
raids. In September 1423 the town was sieged by Jan Zizka. The most
important event in Jihlava during Hussite wars occurred on 5 July 1436
when Basil Compacts were accepted on the square in Jihlava which in
fact meant the end of fights. One of the main figures of the political mo-
vement of that time was Emperor Zikmund who was ceremonially crow-
ned Czech king in Jihlava on 14 August 1436. Two years later in Jung
1438 his son-indaw Albrecht was also crowned Czech king by the
Catholic nobility in Jihlava. In September 1471 Matyas Korvin was
crowned Czech king in St. James Church.

After the mid-15th century Jihlava joined the riot against Jifi of
Podébrady. The king besieged the city twice and occupied it (1458
and 1471). During the fights suburbs including Cld Jihlava were de-
stroyed. The king punished Jihlava in 1467 by depriving it of its mining
privilege. However at the end of the century Jihlava was again econo-
mically strong which was reflected in systematic building of the munici-
pal domain that culminated in the following century.

The 16 th century in Jihlava was called ,big”. The reason for that was
the fact that the town was successful in a number of areas. On the
ather hand the town survived the biggest disasters in its history be-
cause it suffered from plague epidemics and destructive fires. However
since the 1520s the town became the bastion of Protestantism that
had enormous importance for the cultural development. Strong eco-
nomy relies on unusual bloom of crafts, mainly on drapery. Products of
rich draperies from Jihlava sold easily all over the continent.
Accumulation of capital was reflected in the construction of fairy
Renaissance palaces that turned Jihlava into one of the most beautiful
towns in Bohemia. They were created by ltalian masters who breathed
fantastic form to reconstructed buildings. Houses were topped with
third floors, high Lombard shields and unique decoration. The contri-
bution of Jihlava to Renaissance architecture are so called Jihlava co-
vered courtyards built in houses of drapers. These richly decorated
multi-storey buildings are unique all over the Europe. Humanistic
oriented burghers paid close attention to education. Their efforts cul-
minated in the opening of the Latin Protestant Gymnasium in 1561 as
the first in Moravia on high semi-university level. This popular centre of
education brought up dozens of future leading Czech and foreign hu-
manists. Among pupils we can find such names as Martin Bachacek
from Nauméfice, Vaviinec Benedikti of NudoZier, Jan Kampanus
Vodnansky, Jan Mylius, Matous Carolides, Zdenék Brinicky of
Valdstejn and other. High quality guaranteed the names of teachers
such as Matyag Eberhard, Jan Ursinus, Michal Abelus and other.
Humanism was developed in Jihlava by municipal notaries - scriveners
such as Jan Kergel from Karlsbach, Bernard Sturm from Risenbach,
Jan Hynek from Velinov and Martin Leopold from Lowental who was
famous thanks to his chronicle. Notaries belonged to the most educa-
ted citizens of the city. But the highest education was also acquired by
other citizens of Jihlava. In the 2 nd half of the century almost 50 sons
from Jihlava families studied at different Central European universities.
The most important cultural event in Jihlava in the 16 th century was
the establishment of the brotherhood of masters singers. This choir
unique in Bohemia was founded in 1571 when the municipal council
approved its statutes submitted by J. Pukan and J. Zeidler. Masters sin-
gers were active until 1621 with a small break and then during the
Thirty Year's War their singing ceased in the chaos of that time.
Extraordinary self-confidence of the rich town is well seen from a copy
of the town hall window from 1539: ,The word of God and the Town of
Jihlava will survive ages." Individuals also demonstrated their extraordi-
nary position supported by wealth. The evidence of that is the fact that
in efforts to get closer fo the nobility 41 families and individuals from
Jihlava received their coat-of-arms and aristocratic titles. The period of
the largest boom of the proud town had a tragic end. It related to the
fact that Jihlava as a protestant town had to be involved in the riot of
Czech and Moravian protestant estates against Ferdinad 1. This revolt
ended by the defeat of estates in the batile on the White Mountain on
8 November 1620. This event was a definite end of the Large Century
in the history of Jihlava.

After the battle on the White Mountain Jihlava got into the hands of win-
ning imperial troops of the Colonel Tiefenbach as early as on 11
December. Rebellious town faced tough revenge and rigid recatholisa-
tion. It represented not only the loss of freedom of religion and palitical
independence but also total economic collapse. The municipal coun-
cil managed the town but it was purely Catholic. The real executive po-
wer was in hands of the royal bailiff with unlimited powers. All protes-
tant institutions were dissolved and their representatives were
expelled. The tool of recatholisation were Jesuits (they came to the ci-

ty on 29 August 1625) and Capuchins {they came in 1628). Its speed
is proved by the declaration of Jesuits made in 1631 that Jihlava is the
Catholic town. Economic decline resulting from the depariure of seve-
ral thousand protestants and from the loss of the large part of the mu-
nicipal property and from huge debts could not be stopped even by the
interference of a special commission reducing the debt from 4 million
in gold ta 1.84 million in 1630 or the confirmation of privileges by the
ruler in 1634 or his support of crafts in the following years. The biggest
disaster affected Jihlava at the end of the Thirty Years' War. On 13
March 1645 the city was seized by Swedish troops without any battle.
The Swedes under command of Colonel Samuel Osterling rebuilt
Jihlava into mighty Baroque fort. The system of land fortification was
based on plans of engineer Richter and it consisted of a number of
bastions, ditches and covered roads. The valley of KoZeluzsky Brook
in front of southern walls was filled with water. All citizens participated
in the fort construction and this resulted in the destruction of suburbs
and a number of buildings in the inner town. Other buildings were de-
stroyed during the siege of the town by imperial troops of Generals R.
de Souchese and Buchenheim in June and in autumn months of 1647.
During the siege commanding officer Osterling was killed and his
successor Colonel Benchson appeared in a blind alley and after the
agreement he passed Jihlava to imperial troops on 7 December 1647,
The balance of the Swedish occupation was tragic. Only 234 houses
remained in the town with about a thousand citizens. The neighbour-
hood of the town was in ruins and all mills, fulling mills, drapers’ frames
and villages Homi Kosov, Hosov, Pistov and Staré Hory were bumt out.
The town recovered from suffered damages very slowly. In 1657
shambles were built in the street of God's Mother and a year later a mu-
nicipal granary was built. Churches in suburbs were repaired (St. Spirit
in 1661, St. George in 1671) and a hospital was established next to the
Long Wall in 1707. Crafts were supported and a nurnber of them rece-
ived new, better statute, Difficult situation resulted in last two decades
in lengthy disputes between the local government and the council, The
town tried to solved its bad economic situation by silver mining at its
own costs between 1677 - 1691 at the cross-drift of St. Anthony.

The construction renewal of the fown was conducted in the Baroque
style. Between 1682 - 1689 |. Brascha built the Jesuit Church of St,
Ignatius in the north-eastern part of the town. The decoration was cre-
ated by K. F. Tepper (ceiling fresco), G. B. Brantani, P, A. Karoffe (stu-
cco}and a number of other. The church was a part of the gradually built
Jesuit complex which replaced 23 houses. Besides the church the
complex consisted of the college, seminars (1699 - 1713} and in 1727
an open Jesuit gymnasium. The upper part of the town was enriched
by the Marian column. Other religious buildings were modified in the
Baroque style. Dominicans buift new monasteries at the turn of the
17 th and 18 th century on the medieval foundations. In 1738 the mo-
nastery of minors was rebuilt as well as the facade of the church. In
1702 the parsonage church of St. James was enlarged by the Chapel
of Painful Virgin Mary. The majority of repaired burgher houses also re-
ceived the Baroque form.

Since the beginning of the 18 th century the state more and more
interfered into the municipal administration. They were seen not only in
the inner administration {since 1726 the town had cnly one municipal
council headed by the mayor. The magistrate with life royal bailiff was
subordinated to the regional office and Moravian tribunal.), but also in
the economic administration (In 1726 an Economic Directory was
established and it reported directly to land authorities). The increase in
the agenda !ed to the expansion of the town hall by a neighbouring
southern house in 1727.

At the tumn of the 17 th and 18 th century the drapery in Jihlava went
through a new boom. 500 drapery masters worked there and they pro-
duced one quarter of the whole Moravian praduction of cloth which
meant they had become the largest producers in the whole Central
Europe. However at the end of the second decade the boom was re-
placed by deep depression of production which was even not solved
by the imperial commission sent to Jihlava in 1722 or the new order of
Charles VI in 1724. The Drapery Commergcial Company established in
1724 by rich businessmen caused problems which resulted in the rict
of drapers in 1729 repressed by the army. Marie Terezie also strove for
the improvement of the declining production and in 1745 she sent dra-
pers from the Netherlands to Jihlava and expanded the number of pri-
vileges of Jihlava. Other crafts went through considerable bloom in the
first half of the 18 th century and even the works in silver mines in
Jihlava were renewed. However all that was violently interrupted by an
invasion of Saxon troops that sieged the city from 12 February until 13
March 1742 and the mines were considerably damaged. The last trial
for the renewal of silver fame was made between 1769 and 1783 but
it also failed. In 1783 all mining works were stopped in the whole
district and two years later all mining inventory was sold out and this
was the end of silver fame of Jihlava.

Reforms of Maria Terezie and Joseph |l had a big impact on the life in
Jihlava. In 1773 the college, seminar and gymnasium were dissolved
in connection with the disselution of the Jesuit order. This was followed
by the reformation of lower education and establishment of the main
school in Jihlava. It was managed by the first historiographer Heinrich
Marzy between 1787 and 18C1. In 1787 the complex of Capuchins
was cancelled and the Dominican monastery together with the church
got into hands of the army in 1784. Out of 4 orders only ene remained
in the town - the Order of Minors and in 1784 the parsonage was
established within its church. In 1777 a number of courtyards was split
and many became the basis of new villages: Bukovno, Handlovy Dvory,
Novy Hubenov, Novy Rounek, Otin, Sasov and Sokolicko, Other
important reforms that had an impact on Jihlava included the abandon-
ment of servitude, lower response had the tolerance patent for almost
purely Catholic Jihlava. An important change was made in 1786 in the
organisation of the local administration because so called regulated
magistrate was established. This meant the change of self-administra-
tion officials into bureaucrats appointed by the state which cancelled
the self-administration (this situation continued until 1848), Jihlava was
the seat of the region of the same name. The royal authority resided in
so called Great House since 1737. In 1783 it was transferred to Velké
Mezifici but ten years later it returned there, An important change was
carried out in the military area. In 1755 Jihlava fort was officially aban-
doned but in 1751 the permanent military crew was established.
Therefore many military houses were build there, for example an open
military hospital in 1786.

At the end of the 18th and beginning of the 19th century drapery
went through a boom in Jihlava when it successfully defended all trials
of businessmen to introduce factory production and it went through
a major boom during the Great Wars. These wars directly affected
Jihlava but only marginally when in December 1805 and January 1806
it was sleged by French and Bavarian troops that caused major
damages to the town. The production of cloth was a decisive industry
in the first half of the 19 th century for Jihlava. Although a major part of
the production was represented by crafts, it was huge. In 1841 250,
000 pieces of cloth in the amount of 5 million in gold were produced
here which represented the second place within the whole monarchy,
This boom was replaced by dramatic fall when the handmade pro-
duction of drapers from Jihlava could not compete neighbouring mo-
dem factories.

In the first half of the 19 th century the town grew mainly in suburbs but
reconstruction of houses and their elevating resulted in the growth of
the number of inhabitants in the inner town. Streets had efficial names



since 1774 and houses had stable numbers, In 1813 all houses were
renumbered. Classicism dominated in the town and the reconstruction
of all houses was made in this style. The town was slowly modemised.
In 1819 the first night lighting was installed, in 1924 the first pavement
was built and four years later the whole city was newly paved. The
establishment of new baths (1812) was beneficial for the town as well
as the construction of a hospital (1837}, children's nursery {1838) or
an entertaining park on the place of the ald shooting ground or the first
municipal garden so called Small Heulcs (1824), For the further deve-
lopment of the city and transport it was very important to remove parts
of outer fortification including four out of five municipal gates (1832
- 1862) and construction of a large stone bridge on the motor way to
Prague in 1848.

Relatively quiet times were reflected in the cultural life, especially in
music. Alleged tranquillity had an impact on young Bedfich Smetana
studying at the Gymnasium in Jihlava between 1835 and 1836 but also
on the whole public living in Jihlava. In 1840s the Czech national life
started to wake up led by Dr. Leopold Fritz, Antonin Musil and
Ferdinand Heller. However the stormy year 1848 brought major chan-
ges in the life of the town. The effort for liberalisation of public life was
reflected in the establishment of national guards, reconstruction of the
political administration {on 20 March 1849 the magistrate handed over
a part of its administrative competencies into hands of elected munici-
pal council) and late start of industrial revolution. At the same time the
national problem was clearly cut. While newly established German
newspaper Sonnlagsblatt fir Gewerbe, Industrie und geselliges Leben
was a progressive paper at the beginning, it scon gave space to
thoughts about the big German empire. The situation in next decades
became dramatic due to the growth of the Czech minority and its justi-
fied national requirements. It was very important for the town that
Jihlava received a special statute on 26 October 1864 by which it was
eliminated from competencies of the district hetmenship. It enabled its
selfadministration to perform competencies of the political authority of
the first instance but it also gave benefits to the Germans.

Inthe mid-19 th century the first large factories were established in the
neighbourhood of the town, such as the draperies of J. Kern (1846) in
Staré Hory or A, Ldwe in Helenin (1860} and Maly Beranov {1870). The
newly built burghers’ brewery was also important (1881} as well as of-
her plants of food and light industry. The largest company was the to-
bacco comgany (established in 1851) that employed 3,000 people at
the beginning of 1870s. The appearance of the town dramatically
changed thanks to the construction of new public buildings. On 26
November 1850 a new hospital was opened. In the same year busi-
nessman J. Okonski opened a private theatre which was transferred to
the ownership of the town in 1858. The censtruction of 5 new buil-
dings solved the issue of lack of school places. The economic deve-
lopment of the town was related to the construction of railways: in 1871
Jihlava was connected with the world through the north-west railway
and in 1887 through the transversal railway. The construction and eco-
nomic boom was interrupted by events in 1866 when Jihlava was occu-
pied by Prussian troops between 9 July and 6 September. The
Prussians brought cholera into the town which resulted in 305 victims.
The end of the century was marked by the development of German and
Czech culture. Different associations were established, both nations
published their newspapers and magazines. The largest importance
had German Mahrischer Grenzhote and since 1892 Czech paper cal-
led Jihlavské listy. The henefit for cultural life was the opening of the
Municipal Museum on 23 June 1895 and the presence of world known
composer and conductor Gustav Mahler who lived in Jihlava between
1860 and 1875.

The beginning of the 20 th century cpened the new, tragic chapter in
the history of Jihlava in the form of conflicts between nationalities. They
culminated on 31 July 1910 by the massacre of Czechs in front of
Beseda Hotel. The World War 1 limited physical conflicts between both
nationalities but deferred the preblem. This was demenstrated immedi-
ately after the announcement of independent Czechoslovakia when the
Czechs led by Dr. L. Chium established the Czech National Committee
in Jihlava on 30 October 1929. Accumulated national problems, into-
lerance and hatred culminated during German celebrations of the sum-
mer solstice on 23 June 1929 which ended by the most blcoded col-
lision of two nationalities with a number of dead and seriously wounded
people.

Czechicisation of the municipat administration was lengthy. Based on
results of repeated elections O. Cberrenner was elected the last
German mayor on 26 September 1920. The first Czech mayor in the
history of the town was elected as late as in 1925. lt was Dr. J. Veverka
elected on 4 July 1925. The needed growth of Czech votes he'ped
association with the Czech village Dfevéné Miyny in 1923. This balan-
ced the number of Czech and German citizens of Jihlava. The national
composition of the town then developed for the benefit of Czechs.

An important moment in the life of Jihlava was the loss of the position
of the statutory town in accordance with the order from 27 October
1228 which meant the association of the town to the district authority.
Otherwise the period between wars in Jihlava was characterised by its
comprehensive growth, Large blocs of rental houses and villas were
built, out of which many were architecturally valuable. The most valu-
able was the building of Legiodom (F. Dufek, 1924), the surgery pavi-
lion of today's' old hospital (A. Rodtik, 1928), pavilion of psychiatric
hospital (B. Sel, 1934) and the Sokol Hall (B. Fuchs, 1836). In the
historic core of the city several houses were rebuilt and some new
buildings were erected. These changes were often insensitive. This
was the case of Bata's shoe shop which replaced a beautiful
Renaissance palace.

In the mid-1930s German nationalism became dominant, this time
under the direct influence of German nazism. The new wave of anti-
- Czech moods was supported by eccnomic crisis that affected mainly
German firms. On 18 October 1934 there was a local organisation of
Henlein's Sudetendeutsche Heimattront established there led by Dr.
Hansmann (since 1935 it was renamed to Sudetendeutsche Partei).

Immediately from the beginning it imposed a pressure on other

German clubs. All of them finally sank under Nazi propaganda. This re-
sulted in the establishment of a very strong party, the real fifth convoy
that openly fought against the republic. The activities of SdP in Jihlava
culminated by celebrations of the language island in Jihlava between 4
and 5 September 1937 attended by K. Henlein himself. The activity of
SdP changed into provocation the sense of which was to create an
international problem from the situation of the German minority in
Jihlava. Czech actions against the nazism were first ununified and onty
events in autumn 1938 showed the necessity of unified approach. This
was reflected during the largest demonstration of all democratic forces
in Jihlava on 4 September 1939. The only peaceful event at that time
were celebrations of the 500 th anniversary of Basil Compacts in June
and July 1936.

Seizure of the Czech Republic by Nazi troops on 15 March 1939 was
considered a big victory by local Germans, For Czech citizens this was
the beginning of the most difficult period in the history of Jihlava.
Germanisation associated with the arrest of Czech political and eco-
nomic leaders should have resulted in the total germanisation of the
town. Czechs were gquickly eliminated from all impeortant positions in
the local administration, all higher schools were dissolved in Jihlava.
_The presence of Gestapo signalled anti-Czech terror culminating after
the assassination of Heydrich, However even the toughest anti-Czech
events did not break fully Czech resistance movement that had existed

from the first days of occupation. Its peak was the destruction of the
railways bridge in Helenin on 10 April 1945. The situation changed by
the liberation of the town on 9 May 1945, One of the results of this
change was the displacement of the German population. After homrors
people went through it was not surprising that the displacement
was fully supported and it represented the definite Czechicisation
of Jihlava.

The new regime in the renewed republic was democratic for a short pe-
riod of time. However the most powerful political party of that time - the
Communist Party - used its power to limit democratic principles. After
the plot in February 1948 it seized all areas of life in the town and
established tough totalitarian regime for next 40 years, The municipal
administration in Jihlava went through major changes between 1949
and 1960 when it became the regional town. At the same time its pro-
duction base changed thanks to the construction of big machinery
plants such as Motorpal in 1946 or Jihlavan in 1952. The traditional
textile industry went through major changes when numerous small
plants merged in Modeta (1948). The gradual integration of the then in-
dependent neighbouring villages caused that Jihlava grew to more than

. 50 thous. inhabitants. The lack of flats was solved by the construction

of housing estates to the detriment of flat maintenance in the historical
core of the town. The number of cultural institutions increased by
Horacké Theatre in 1945 and the House of Culture in 1960. The most
Important new buildings included the House of Health (1855), the new
hospital (1983), five new schools and modern sports grounds. The
construction resulted in big changes in the transport, both in the net-
work of roads and introduction of trolley buses in the town. In 1982
Jihlava received the statute of the municipal historical preservation with
214 pretected buildings of extraordinary value. The proof of the con-
struction value of the town is the fact that Jihlava ranks the second in
Meravia by this number.

The major change in the life of Jihlava started after the November re-
volution in 1989. The return to democratic forms of the government
and the whole social life was demonstrated gradually and was associ-
ated with difficulties resulting from lack of experience. This was seenin
the establishment of new authorities and problems with the funding
from own resources of the city. On 24 November the first real free de-
macratic elections took place which proved the victory of democracy
in Jihlava. Freedom was seen in visual changes in the town. Dirty and
worn out houses typical for the era of communism changed to colour
compaositions with a large number of new shops. This colourfulness
stresses the charms of the town, the history and poetic beauty of which
attracts still larger and larger number of tourists.

Resiimee
Noch im Hochmittelalter war der mittlere Teil der Béhmisch-
Mahrischen Hohen unbesiedelte Landschaft. Die Achse ihrer
Kolonigation stelite der sog. Haber-Weg. Dieser ist in den Quellen zwar
zum Jahr 1101 belegt, an Wichtigkeit gewinnt er jedoch erst in der
zweiten Halfte des 12. Jhdts. Damals fUhrte sein westlicher Zweig
durch die heutige Iglauer Region. Dort, wo er (ber den Fluss
Jihlava/Iglau fihrte {die erste Erwahnung zum Jahr 1226}, entstand vor
dem Jahr 1200 eine Siedlung, die nach dem Fluss - Jihlava/lglau - be-
nannt wurde. Das Dorf wurde seit dem Ende des 12, Jhdts. zum
Verwaltungszentrum des landesherrlichen Gutes und des
Pfarrsprengels sowie zum Ausgangspunkt fir die weitere Besiedlung.
Das eigentliche Dorf befand sich auf einer Landzunge (iber dem linken
Flussufer. Seinen Mittelpunkt stellten vielleicht eine Festung und die
Pfarrkirsche St. Johannes des Taufers mit einem Hospiz und einem
Friedhof dar. Der erste bekannte Halter des Patronats der Kirche war
der deutsche Ritterorden, der dort mit einer Urkunde aus dem Jahr
1233 belegt ist, die zugleich den ersten schriftichen Beleg der
Existenz des Dorfes darstellt. Ein Jahr spater wurde jedoch Iglau mit
anderen Gemeinden vom mahrischen Markgrafen Premysl dem
Zisterzienserstift Porta Coeli in Predklastefi geschenkt. Aber schon im
Dezember 1240 kommt das Iglauer Gut in landesherrliche Hande
zurlick. Der Grund dessen war die Entdeckung reichhaltiger
Silbererze, die Tausende von Menschen in diese Region lockte, Die
Bergbaukolonisten grinden auf einem Higel sidlich von dem
urspriinglichen Dorf eine neue Siedlung, die sich schnell in eine wirk-
liche mittelalterliche Stadt - die kénigliche Bergstadt Nova Jiblava - ver-
wandelte. Da die Mehrheit der Neuankémmilinge aus deutschsprachi-

- gen Landern stammte, bedeutet diese Besiedlungswelle den Ursprung

der kinftigen Iglauer deutschen Enklave - der berihmten Iglauer
Sprachinsel. Der Stadtbau verlief sehr schnell. Bald nach der Mitte des
13. Jhdis. gab es in Iglau schon drei frihgotische Kirchen mit zwei
Kléstern: die Minoritenkirche Maria Himmelfahrt, die Dominika-
nerkirche des HI. Kreuzes und die St. Jakobskirche, die im Mai 1257
zur Pfarrkirche wurde. Ein auBerordentlich groBer Marktplatz (3,6 ha)
wird seit den 60er Jahren des 13. Jhdts. von einer Reihe steinerner
Patrizierpaliste gesdumt (heute z.B. der Masaryk-Platz 1, 4, 7, 31, 39,
66, 67). Seit 1270 wird der Aufbau durch die élteste Bauordnung der
béhmischen Lander geregelt. Zu der Zeit ist Iglau die zweitgrébte und
zweitbedeutendste Stadt des Konigtums. Belegt ist ein Burg-
mauersystem, das aus der Stadt eine uneinnehmbare Festung mach-
te, es gibt dort ein Spittal {erwahnt bereits 1258}, eine Schule (1288),
ein Mlnzhaus (belegt zum Jahr 1275), die Stadtverwaltung wird durch
den Schultheissen verkérpert (der erste bekannte Schultheiss ist
Jindfich Pechervol im Jahre 1268). Die Stadt erhilt eine Reihe bede-
utender Privilegien, z.B. das Lagerrecht aus dem Jahr 1268. Die
auBerordnetliche Stellung Iglaus war auch nach der ungliicklichen
Niederlage und dem Tod von Premys! Ottokar Il. 26.8. 1278 auf dem
Marchfeld deutlich, als es eben in Iglau im Januar 1279 zur ersten
dynastischen Verbindung der Premysliden mit den Habsburgem kam
- mit der Hochzeit von Vaclav/Wenzel und Anezka/Agnes, den Kindem
des toten béhmsichen Kénigs, mit den Kindem des Siegers - Guta und
Rudolf dem Jingeren.

In der zweiten Halfte des 13. Jhdts. war das Iglauer Bergbaugebiet ei-
ne der reichsten Silberfundstitten in Eurgpa. FUr Iglas war auch die

- Mlnzpragung n(tzlich: der Brakteate und der méhrischen Denare.

lglaus Bedeutung als eines Bergbauzentrums folgte jedoch nicht nur
aus seinen Gruben, sondern hauptséchlich aus seinem Bergrecht, das
Bestandteil seiner Stadtfreiheiten war, und vor allem aus der betriebe-
nen bergrechtlichen Praxis. Am Ende des 13. Jhdts. sank der Anteil
der Silzerfdrderung an der gesamten Wirtschaft der Stadt, was teilwe-
ise durch die Erschdpfung der Gruben, durch natiriche ung technis-
che Probleme, aber vor allem durch die rasante Entwicklung der
Kuttenberger Gruben und die Konkurrenz des dortigen Silbers verur-
sacht wurde. Im Jahre 1300 wurde das lglaver Miinzhaus nach Kutna
Hora/Kuttenberg (bertragen, womit die meist dynamische Zeitetappe
in der Geschichte der Stadt, die mit dermn Bergbau unmittelbar verbun-
den war, abgeschlossen wurde.

Die wirtschatftlich sowie politisch starke Stadt (iberlebte fast problem-
los die Schwachung der zentralen Macht sowie die darauf folgende
Anarchie des 14. Jhdts., was die GroBe der Stadt anbelangt, stagnier-
te sie jedoch. Am Ende des Jahrhunderts war Iglau mit knapp 5000
Einwohnemn die kleinste Stadt unter den vier fihrenden kéniglichen
Stadten in Méahren - nach Brno/Briinn, Olomouc/Qlmitz und
Znojmo/Znaim. thre Bedeutung sinkt jedoch nicht, Die reiche Stadt
gewann schnell auch die Gunst der Luxemburger. Die neu erworbenen
Privilegien hatten die entscheidende Bedeutung fir die weitere allseiti-
ge Entwicklung: Johann von Luxemburg befreite die Stadt von zahlrei-

chen Steuern und Gebdhren (1323, 1331 etc.), Karl IV, bestitigte und
erweiterte die Stadtrechte und Freiheiten (1345, 1347, 1359 eic.),
Johann Heinrich verzieh der Stadt nach einem groBen Brand im Jahre
1353 fir 5 Jahre Steuern, Wenzel IV, bemiihte sich, 1378 die Uber-
schwommenen Gruben zu 6ffnen, Jost bestatigte 1389 der Stadt
Einkommen aus der neuen Wasserleitung und den zweiten Jahrmarkt
usw. Die Silberférderung sinkt jedoch, insbesondere nach den
Uberschwemmungen und dem Erdbeben in den Jahren 1328 und
1376, Wihrend des 14. Jhdts. wird die landesherrliche Macht durch
den Schultheissen zugunsten des Patriziats dargestellt, als praktisch
die gesamte Stadiverwaltung in die Kompetenz des Stadtrats (iber-
geht. Bereits 1321 ist ein Blrgermeister in der Stadt belegt, was die
Existenz des Stadtrats bestatigt. Am Ende des 14. Jhdts. wird schon
das Rathaus erwahnt, auch wenn es zuerst Bestandteil des
Schulzengerichies war. Dieses gerat jedoch 1373 sogar in die erbliche
Haltung der Iglauer Patrizierfamilie der Pilgramer. Zu der Zeit sind die
wichtigsten Quellen der dkonomischen Stirke der Stadt Handwerk
und Fernhandel, Deswegen kdmpft um seine Stelle in der Sonne
immer starker der rasante Handwerkerstand, der in ZOnften organisiert
war, was zu direkten Konflikten zwischen dem von den Patriziern
beherrschten Stadtrat und der handwerklichen Stadtgemeinde im
Jahre 1334 und vor allem im Jahre 1391 flihrte.

Nach dem Befehl von Karl IV, vom 15.8. 1345 lassen sich Juden in
lglau nieder. Ihre Kommunitat gab es da zwar nur 80 Jahre lang, aber
ihre Bedeutung fiir die Entwicklung des Iglauer Handwerks und
Handels war tiefgreifend, womit sie zu der groBen wirtschaftlichen
Kenjunktur der 70er und 80er Jahre des 14. Jhdts. beitrug. Ihr Ende
war jedoch tragisch, als sie Markgraf Albrecht 1425 unter dem
Vorwand, sie seien Verblindete der Hussiten gewesen, aus der Stadt
vertreiben liess.

Einen Wendepunkt in Iglaus Baugeschichte stellte der vemichtende
Brand im Mai 1353 dar. Der Wiederaufbau &nderte grundlegend das
Aussehen der Stadt, als die neugebauten Hduser im Stadtzentrum
meistens Stockwerke hatten und mit hohen gotischen Schildern
versehen waren. Auch alle Kirchen wurden renoviert und umgebaut,
Der Brand vernichtete auch die Mehrheit der Dokumente des
Stadtarchivs, darunter auch die Stadtbiicher, die 1356 neu errichtet
werden mussten.

Das unruhige Ende des 14. Jhdts. in Iglau war schon ein Vorzeichen
der hussitischen Revolution. Die Stadt geriet in scharfe Konflikte mit
dem Adel aus der Umgebung, der vor allem den Iglauer Fernhandel
standig vernichtete. In der Nacht auf den 19.2. 1402 wurde die Stadt
sogar von einer Gruppe ihrer Opponenten berfallen.

In der Zeit der hussitischen Revolution stand Iglau fest auf katholischer
Seite. Seine Besatzung nahm an einigen Feldzligen gegen die
Hussiten teil, andererseits musste sich die Stadt einigemal vor den
Angriffen der Hussiten verteidigen. So wurde es z.B. im September
1423 selbst von Jan Zizka belagert. In die Geschichte der
Hussitenkriege griff Iglau am bedeutendsten am 5.7, 1436 ein, als es
auf dem dortigen groBen Ring zur Verabschidung der sog. Basler
Kompak?tata kam, was die faktische Beendigung der Kampfe bedeute-
te. Eine der wichtigsten Persénlichkeiten des politischen Geschehens
dieser Zeit, Kaiser Sigismund, wurde dort sogar am 14.8. 1436 als
bihmischer Kénig feierlich akzeptiert. Zwei Jahre spater - im Juni
1438 ~ wurde dort auch sein Schwiegersohn Albrecht vom katholis-
chen Adel als bohmischer Kdnig angenommen. Im September 1471
wurde auch Matthias Korvin in der St, Jakobskirche zum téhmischen
Konig gekrént.

Nach der Mitte des 15. Jhdts, schlieft sich Iglau dem Aufstand gegen
Georg von Podiebrad an. Der Kinig belagerte und besetzte die auf-
standische Stadt zweimal (1458 und 1471). Wahrend der Kdmpfe wur-
den die Vorstadte fast vollsténdig vemichtet, einschliesslich von Stara
Jihlava/Altiglau. Der Kénig bestratte auBerdem Iglau im Jahre 1467 da-
mit, dass er ihm das Bergrecht wegnahm. Am Ende des 15. Jhdts. war
Iglau jedoch wieder wirtschaftlich stark, was zum systematischen
Aufbau des Stadiguts fiihrte, der im folgenden Jahrhundent seinen
Hohepunkt erreichte.

Das 16. Jhdt. wurde in Iglauy mit dem Attribut ,,groB" versehen. Der
Grund dessen ist die Tatsache, dass die Stadt eben in dem 16. Jhdt.
in vielen Bereichen ihren historischen Hohepunkt erreichte,
Andererselts erlebte die Stadt damals einige der gréBten Katastrophen
ihrer Geschichte, als sie einigemal von Pestepidemien oder von ver-
nichtenden Branden heimgesucht wurde. Die Stadt wird jedoch schon
seit den 20er Jahren des 16. Jhdts. zu einem Bollwerk des
Protestantismus, der eine grofie Bedeutung fiir die kulturelle
Entwicklung hatte. Die starke Wirtschaft stltzt sich auf einen nie dage-
wesenen Aufschwung des Handwerks, vor allem auf die Tuchweberei.
Produkte reicher Iglauer Tuchweber wurden aut dem ganzen Kontinent
sehr gut verkauft. Die Kumulierung des Kapitals kam nach auBen in
dem Bau méirchenhafter Renaissancepalédste zum Ausdruck, die Iglau
in eine der schinsten Stadte bei uns verwandelten. Ihre Schépfer wa-
ren italienische Meister, die den umgebauten Hausern phantastische
Formen verliechen. Die Hauser bekamen ein zweites Stockwerk, hohe
lombardische Schilder und einzigartige Verzierungen. Iglaus Beitrag
Zur Renaissancearchitektur stellen die sog. ,lglaver {berdeckten
Hife", die in den Tuchmacherhdusem errichtet wurden. Diese reich-
lich verzieten Raume sind in Europa einzigartig. Die vom Geist des
Humanismus beeinflussten Blirger schenkten eine groBe Aufmerksam-~
keit der Bildung. Den Hahepunkt ihrer Bemiihungen stelite die Offnung
eines lateinischen protestantischen Gymnasiums dar, das 1561 als
das erste in Mahren emichtet wurde, und zwar auf einem hohen
Niveau, das fast der Universitdt dhnelte. In diesem viel gefragten
Bildungszentrum wurden viele kiinftige namhafte tschechische und
auch auslandische Humanisten herangebildet. Denn unter den Schil-
lern findet man Namen wie Martin Bachadek von Nauméfic, Vavfinec
Benedikti von NudciZier, Jan Kampanus Vodiansky, Jan Mylius,
Matou$ Carolides, Zdenék Brinicky von Valdstejn u.a. Das Niveau wur-
de durch Namen der Lehrer garantiert - wie Matyas Eberhard, Jan
Ursinus, Michal Abelus und weitere. Humanismus wurde in Iglau auch
von den stidtischen Notaren-Schreibern gepflegt, wie Jan Kergel ven
Karslhach, Bernard Sturm aus Risenbach, Jan Hynek von Velinov und
Martin Leopold aus Léwental, der dank seiner Chronik beriihmt wurde.
Notare gehdrten zu den hochgebildeten Stadtbewohnern. Aber auch
andere lglauer waren hochgebildet. Denn allein in der zweiten Halfte
des 16, Jhdts. studierten fast 50 Soéhne aus Iglauer Familien an ver-
schiedenen mitteleuropédischen Universititen.

Der bedeutendste Iglauer Kulturbeitrag im 16. Jhdt. war die Griindung
einer Bruderschaft der Meistersinger. Dieser in unseren Landern ein-
zigartiger Gesangchor entstand 1571, als der Stadirat sein von J.
Pulkan und J. Zeidler vorgelegtes Statut billigte. Die Iglauer
Meistersanger waren mit einer kleinen Zwischenpause bis 1621 tatig,
als ihr Gesang im Chaos des dreissigjdhrigen Krieges verstummte.
Das auBerordentlich groBes SelbstbewuBtsein der reichen Stadt ist
auch in der Uberschrift auf einem Rathausfenster aus dem Jahr 1539
offensichtlich: ,Das Wort Gottes und die Stadt Iglau werden flir immer
da sein®. Auch einzelne Iglauer demonstrierten ihre auBerordentliche
Stellung, die sich auf ihr Reichtum stitzte. Ein Beweis dafir kann die
Tatsache sein, dass 41 Iglauer Familien oder Einzelpersonen in der
Bemiihung, sich gesellschaitlich dem Adel anzunihem, wahrend des
16, Jhdts. und in den ersten zwei Jahrzehnten des 17, Jhdts. ein
Wappen oder sogar den Adeligentitel erwarben. Die Zeitetappe des
groBten Aufschwungs der stolzen Stadt hatte jedoch ein tragisches
Ende. Dies hing mit der Tatsache zusammen, dass sich Iglau als eine



